THE COMMUNITY CLOTH

a microenterprise empowering refugee women in Houston

ABOUT US

Around the world Pcople are forced to flee their homes due to war, Poli’cical violence,
exclusion, and the compe’cition for scarce resources in troubled states. Those who have
soug]nt remcuge in another country are reFugees, a status which entitles them to certain
rights under international law. Houston is one of the busiest resettlement cities in the
us, and the thousands of reFugees welcomed to our citg each year face a number of
barriers. Many arrive with little to no English Proﬁciencg and minimal education. Some
lived quards of 18-20 years in repugee camps, with no legal right to emplogment, and
often faced dismal health and housing oPtions.

The Community Cloth is a microenterPrise initiative emPowering reFugee women in
Houston. It targets economic, educational and social goals ’chrough the Provision of
seed grants, training, and peer support, and bg expanding market oPPor’cuni’cies for
re?ugee women artisans. As a collaborative of several remcugeeJec] and r@cugee-scrving
organizations, and their supporters, The Community Cloth supports women who
want to create and sell handmade, indigenous arts and crafts such as woven bags,
knitted scarves, embroidered linens, baskets, rugs and more. Througl') Producing and
se”ing their wares, the women have an oPPortunitg to express their culture and heritage,
learn new skills that will assist them in transitioning to life in the US, and obtain much-

needed suPPlemental income. All ProFits from sales g0 directlg to the artisans.

The Community Cloth is about a new start. Purchases of Cloth Proclucts helP
re?ugee women Provide for the basic needs of their families as theg work to establish

new lives in Houston. Contact us at ’checommunitqcloth@gmail.com.
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